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Meeting Information
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, November 18, 2004, at noon  at Casa de Sapore (formerly Pietro's).  The address is 929 Court Street in Woodland.  The program will be “How to Lose Your Appeal” by Brendon Ishikawa.
The Yolo County Bar Association is a California State Bar approved provider of Minimum Continuing Legal Education programs and the program is approved for 1 hour of MCLE credit. 
PLEASE RSVP TO LISA LANCE (llance@yolocounty.org) SO THAT WE CAN GIVE THE RESTAURANT AS ACCURATE A COUNT AS POSSIBLE.  

Upcoming Meetings
December 16:
Chris Whelan will discuss the Roby v. McKesson verdict.   This Yolo County case involved mental disability claims and the Family Medical Leave Act and resulted in a $19 million verdict for the plaintiff.  
Treasurer’s Report

Anyone interested in receiving a copy of the 2004 YCBA Treasurer’s Report should contact Lisa Lance.

Invoices for 2005 Dues

In the near future, all members should receive invoices/reminders to pay  2005 dues.
Call for Nominations

The Yolo County Bar Association is accepting nominations for its 2005 Board.  Nominations must be received no later than 5 p.m. on Tuesday, November 30, 2004.  Nominations should be emailed to Barry Melton at bmelton@yolocounty.org.  Here is a list of nominees as of November 8:
President:

Jim Nolan

Vice-President:
Lisa Lance

Treasurer:

Courtenay McKeon

Secretary:

Dan Maguire
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   Conference of Delegates Report

Submitted by Chad Carlock

The 2004 meeting of the Conference of Delegates of California Bar Associations was held October 8th through 10th in Monterey, along with the Annual Meeting of the State Bar.  For the past seven years, I have had the privilege of representing the YCBA at the Conference.

Each local and specialty bar association across the state has the opportunity to send delegates to the Conference, where the membership debates and acts on resolutions submitted by members.  The objective of the association is to promote and facilitate participation of volunteer lawyers, for the overall improvement of our system of justice.

Resolutions seeking to make technical, procedural, and sometimes substantive changes to the law can be submitted by any bar association or group of 10 attorneys.  Those resolutions that are "Approved in Principle" by the Conference are then lobbied in the California Legislature, and several have been enacted into law.

This year, the Conference considered over a hundred specific resolutions, covering all areas of the law.  Perhaps most notably, the Conference called for a moratorium on the imposition of the death penalty in California and the formation of a commission to investigate the administration of the death penalty in our state.  The Associated Press reported this action shortly after the Conference.

Until 2002, the Conference of Delegates was a creature of the State Bar, and its sometimes controversial positions played a key role in the significant problems with the passage of the State Bar fee bill several years ago.  For various reasons, including in part this controversy, the Conference incorporated as a separate non-profit entity in 2002.  It now has more freedom to determine its own mission and to lobby effectively for those positions adopted by the Conference.

Anyone with an idea for a clarification, correction, or change in the law applying to your area of practice should consider drafting a resolution to be presented to the Conference next year. The 2005 Conference of Delegates will be held September 8-11 in San Diego.  The first submission deadline for resolutions is February 7, 2005.

You can find all of the 2004 resolutions online at http://www.cdcba.org.
